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You're larry grieg. you're slqpry and unshaven 
AND YOUR LAST HUNDRED DOLLAR SUIT HANGS LIKE 
AN OLD BURLAP SACK ON YOU. SAGGING SHOUL- 

OERt. PHIL'S CRACK CUTS PEER... _ 

W THAT WASN’T J LISTEN, LARRY. THERE 
■ NICE,* HILf B ISN'T ANOTHEK RARER IN 
TOWN'LL TOUCH YOU. WHY 
SHOULD I GIVE YOU A 

f LHEAK® YOU'LL TAKE YOUR 

I FIRST WEEK'S FAY and 

f-SO GET YOU.I SELF TANKED 


YOU STAND AND YOU LISTEN TO THE CRN OF CHATTERING 
TYPEWRITERS ANO YOKES SCREAMING INTO TELEPHONES 
ANOTHE THUNOEROF THE PRESSES ASOVE YOU LISTEN TO 
THE FRANTIC UFROAR OF TH E HUMANITY ANOTHE MACHINERY 
THAT CONSTITUTE A SUSY NEWSFAFER OFFICE THE 
SOUNO IS MUSIC TO YOUR EARS, LAWRENCE 3REI3.THE 
SMELL OF INK ANO SWEAT ANO STALE CIGARETTE SMOKE 
IS FERFUME. YOU STAND WITH YOUR HAT IN YOURHANO 
ANO YOUR HEAO BOWEO AND YOU INHALE THAT FERFUME 
ANO YOU LISTEN TO THAT MUSIC. YOU STANO BEFORE THE 
OESK OF FAUL MASON MANASING EOITOR OF 'THE 
globe: t 0 . OU u RAWL ■ . 


JUST «|VE ME ONE MORE CHANCE, 
KHIL f ALL I NEED IS a SNEAK/ iVE 
REFORMED f X SWEAR IT/ WASN'T 
I THE BESTOARNREPORTER YOU ' 
EVER HADT oidn't i bring in that 
CITY HAL LSTORTf DIDN'T! BUST 
0, en THE MILLER MOB. .. di dn't i._ 


THEM, LARRY? 


I'M NOT LIKE that any MORE,) 

RHIL? X QUIT DRINKING.' I J 
HAVEN'T TOUCHED A OROR ] 
FOR A WEEK / I TOLD YOUf 
I'VE REFORMED/ ALL I x 
WANT 13 A CHANCE,.. A CHANCE 
TO GET ON MY FEET AGAIN. I'VE 
TRIED EVERY ■"ARE* IN TOWN. 

I WAS TOO RROUD TO COME SACK 
w HERE, but NOW . Tj—■—■— j 


WHAT'S THE 
FITCH, LARRY? 
WHY THE SUDDEN 
CHANGEt MEET 
A DAME f 



























.Blonde, BEAUTIFUL ANNIE. YOU ] 

I THINK OF THAT WONDERFUL NIGHT . 
WITH HEK WHEN YOU REDISCOVERED j 
■ THE REASON FO.. LIVING -'■ 


You STIFFEN. YOU THINK OF ANNIE- 
MYSTERIOUS, LUSCIOUS, DESIRABLE 


HOW -DID YOU WHAT ELSE. 

KNOW , phIL, - 


HI f YOU LOOK I HUH* ME *YOU | 
ONESOME.' { talkin' TMET ‘ 

MIND IF 

join you 


.YOU’RE A NICE GUY, 
i LARRY. I LINE YOU. 
C'HON. LET'S GET OUT 
■ OF THIS JOINT f tVE 
I GOT A CAN OUTSIDE... 


SUNE, 


THAT WONDERFUL NIGHT, DRIVING OUT OF 
THE CITY. THE ROAD,STRETCHING INTO THE 
DARKNES S —__ 


SHE SWUNS HER CAR INTO THE PARKING LPT. 


THANKS. 
ANNIE' I'M ' 
GLAD YOU 

UNDE.!- 

STANDf 


►let's NOT SK ANY QUESTIONS 
A OUT EACH OTHER, LARRY NO 
LAST NAMES. NO HONE 
HUM, 'EOS. LET'S JUST ENJOY 
TONIGHT... with no YESTERDAY 
i and no TOMORROW.. 


So YOU STAND BEFORE RHIL MASON, BEGGING FOR , JOB. 
BEGGING FOR A CHANCE AT RESPEC TABILIT Y ONCE AGAIN- 


You THINK OF THAT WONDERFUL NIGHT WITH ANNIE- 
AND THE MORNING AFTER, WAKING AND FINOING THE 
CABIN EMPTY ANNIE GONE. AND THE NOTE 


ZOflA-.LARRYf 
ILL TELL YOU : 
WHAT I’LL J 
J 00 ... 1 


WELL, IT’S TRUE, PHIL' l OK) MEET A 
GIRL ANO I'M IN LOVE WITH HER. 

I NEED A JOB, PHIL. I NEEC DOUGH* 
I'M GOING TO SEE HER AGAIN ANO I'M. 
I'M BROKE. I WANT TO GET SOME 
CLOTHES -A NICE GIFT FOR HER. A .. 


LARRr, DARLING. ]PHP^ 
| MEET ME NEXT TUESDAY . 
L SAME PLACE- SAME TIME. 

i you, j 

ANNIE jfl 


























Phil looks up at 



You CLOSE THE DOCT1 TO THE MANAGING EDITORS 


ANOTHER CHANCE, STAN IF I 
COME IN WITH A YARN, HE'LL 
PUT HE OH SO OHE SLOE/ 
LET ME PASS' I'M IN A 
HURRY' 


HERE° don't 
MAKE ME LAUGH' 


STRIDE THROUGH TH E CITY ROOM . 


WELL- IF IT AIN'T LARRY CRIES J HELLO,STAN' 
ONE-TIME ACE REPORTER. now \CUT THE CRACKS 
LEAD/A • CANDIDATE FOR r'lVE QUITlTNK/N. 
ALCOHOLICS ANO NYMOUS ') ..and I'm CONIN' 
f RACK TO WORK' 



Stan laughs after you, his 

VOICE RISING " ROVE THE UF-ROAIL., 


WHY DON'T YOU DO A SPREAD 
ON HOW A GUY SLIDES FROM THE 
TOP TO THE BOTTOM ON A 
BOTTLE OF JOOZE, LARRY... 


THE ONLY THING YOU'LL COME 
IN WITH WILL IE ONE WHOPPER 
OF A HANGOVER- 












































And suddenly you think of annie. 
BEAUTIFUL, BEAUTIFUL ANNIE AND 
YOU KNOW YOU CAN DO IT. YOU 
STRAIGHTEN UP...AND YOU SWING 
DOWN THE HALL AND OUT INTO THE 
STREET... 


ThB IS YOUR CHANCE,LARRY. 
TODAY. TOMORROW 13 TUESDAY. 
TOMORROW NIGHT YOU MEET 
ANNIE AMIN YOUVE SOT TO DO 
IT ..TODAY.. 


By AFTER NOON, PANIC HAS TAKEN HOLD OF YOU 
YOU'VE WALKED ALL DAY AND YOU HAVEN'T COME 
ACROSS ANYTHIN3 NOT ONELEADf BY EVENING, 
YOUR STOMACH IS ATIGHT NERVOUS KNOT_ 


INflV YOU’LL FIND SOMETHING. YOU’LL GET THAT STORY. 
KEE. ; WALKING. . 


OF COFFEE. THAT'S 


You LISTEN AS THE MAN AND WOMAN IN THE APARTMENT 


You SWING INTO THE ALL-NIGHT DINEK AND SLIDE 
ONTO A STOOL. THE PLACE IS EM.TY. THERE'S NO 
ONE 1EHIND THE COUNTER. YOU'RE READY TO CALL 
FOR SERVICE WHEN YOU HEAR THE ANGRY VOICES 


BEHIND THE DINER ARGUE AND THEN YOU HEAR THE 
QUICK MOVEMENTS. THE FURNITURE OVERTURN... 
THING CRASH AND THE iLOOD-CURDLING SCREA 


WHAT 


no/NO! YaAAeE...*^ 


X SAID YOU'RE NOT GOIN.v 

ANYWHEHE.'iOM _. 

MT YOU... 


I'LL DO AS I 
/•LEASE, YOU 
FAT SLOS f 












































YOU SNATCH A PAPER NAPKIN AND A PENCIL FROM 
THE SHELF SEHIND THE COUNTER. YOU SCRIBBLE 
DOWN NOTES AS THE MURDERER SOBS OUT HIS 


You PEER INTO THE DINOY APARTMENT SEYONO THE 
DOOR AT THE UPTURNED TABLE- THE SMASHED 
LAMP.. THE WOMAN LYING SILENT AND STILL AMID 


You TURN TO THE HEAVY BALDING MAN IN THE GREASE- 

STAINED APRON WHO SITS NOW UPON ONE OF THE 0OUNTER- 
STOOLS WITH HIS HEAD IN HIS HANDS, CRYING LIKE A 







































k'No. SHE DIDN'T REGRET IT. NOT HE*. I WAS HER 
i HEAL~T/CKET ..HER BANKROLL . AND she TOOK 
ADVANTAGE OF IT-' 

HWWHW'S THAT, 


'I KEPT AFTER HER. I COULDN’T HELP MYSELF- I 

ISHOUL D HAVE KN OW N RETTER, AMD FINALLY,.,' _ 

■^AtTmIKE. X'LlTI^Sfiy YOU WON’T REGRET 
■r MARSWja^TW&iHjBl IT, HONEY. YOU'LL 


CLOTHES, MIKE 2 
A WHOLE NEW MM .mE] 
YOU SA/O I COULD «UY l 
M CLOTHES . . r —J 


1 She WAS NO SOOD. SHE SPENT ALL MY MONEY ON 
CLOTHES, A CAR , GOOD TIMES. SHE FAN AROUNO 
WITH PLEUTY OF MEN ■ ■' 


in TNfS NAT 
TRAP? NOT HE, 
BUSTER I WANT 
TO HAVE SOMEA'K 


IT's FOUR 0 CLOCK IN 
THE HORMNC. WHERE 
WERE YOU ALL NIGHT? 



















Finally i couldn't stand it any 

LONGER I HAD HER FOLLOWED THE 
PRIVATE COR X HIRED GAVE ME A 

REPORT... * _ 


‘SO TONIGHT, WHEN SHE SAID SHE 
WA3 GOING OUT AGAIN, I TRIEO , 
TO STOP HER../ 


I'LL DO AS 
PLEASE, 
YOU FAT 
mSLOB 


YOU'RE not 
GOING ANY¬ 
WHERE, YOU 


SHE PICKED UP SOME GUT 
AT A DANCE PALACE ANO.. 
WELL YOU WERE RIGHT 
“> . ABOUT HER 


So NOW YOU'VE GOT YOUR STORY,LARRY GRIEG . 
RIGHT FROM THE MURDERER‘S MOUTH. IT'S FNONT- 

FAmEMATERIAL, larrv. it means a JOB. IT 


>OU GO INTO THE SHA9BY SACK APARTMENT AND CLOSE 
THE DOOR. YOU STEP OVE.T THE STI LL AODY OF THE 
IMI'IDE IEO WOMAN ANDYO U PICK L. THE PHONE . 


HELLO t C/TY DESK? GIVE me ,>H!L MASON / 
hello,mason ? iVe« OT MY SCOOP' switch 
o N ,tEWHITE AND LISTEN TO THIS . —, 


THEHEf IN the 

■ MACK- 


oor A, HONE, 

■ MISTER ? 


You PUT DOWN THE PNO N E AND YOU SMILE YOU KNOW 
NOW THAT YOU'LL NEVER HIT THE BOTTLE AGAIN. 
YOU'VE FOUND YOURSELF ONCE MORE, LARRY? YttfRE 
A NEW MAN. AND YOU'VE GOT a WHOLE NEW LIFE 
ANEAD OF YOU WITH ANNIE __ 


YOU DICTATE IT.. THE WHOLE THINE WITH ALL THE 
GORY DETAILS. IT'S JUST LIKE OLD TIMES AGALN.LARRY I 
JUST LIKE OLD TIMES. ■ ^ ^ I 

. . AND NOW, I'M GOING TO PUT ’fuOT IT, LAHRY, \r 
IN A CALL FOR THE COPS THAT'S $ You OLD SOH-OF- K 
t IT* COT IT? J A-6UN.T HWkJ Ik <1 

Bjr. r-j—GREAT YANNYcohe 

BEd naft' xV IN ano pick uf l 

X YOUR FIRST WEEK'S 

F ''' • h 


6ASP.Y 


U JLL N "N MN NH 



































A HOUND. THE FIGURE ON THE FLOOR' IT'S 


You ; stoat, Larry it's 'om our the window ‘ 
SHE'S NOT DEAD 1 ' HE DIDN'T KILL HE*' DO 
SOMETHIN0. LAKriY. DO 3QMETHIH9 T 


MOY/NS 


NOT I won't LET YOU f 
NO ? YOU'RE NOT tO/NC 
TO ftUIN EVENTTHiN J> 
FOK ME" NO.., 



All RIGHT, LARKY. THAT'S ENOUGH. SHE'S FINISHED. 

OUST YOURSELF OFT, GO AHEAD... C ALL TTjECO AS-. 


S0UEE2E HAND, LARRY? MAKE SUAE THIS 
TIME, LARRY. THE DOO,? IS CLOSED. MIKE 
WILL NEVES KNOW" MAKE SUAE SHE DIES 
this TIME, SQUEEZE...T/SHTER TUHTEB.. 


HELLO" POLICE- I WANT TO 

REPORT A MU ADEN... 



NOW GO BACK, LARRY. GO JACK TO THE 90DY. 

LOOK AT HER FACET LOOK AT IT... 

Why 'oo' *T IT... IT’S S 

fc jMJ l fc ANNIE" M 



Annie stares urat you with «und bulging eyes, you 
RACK AWAY...SA5RING. YOUR STOMACH TI0HTEN3...KNOTS YOUR 


YES.LARHYf YOU NEED A DRINK YOU NEED TEN.. TWELVE ...A 
HUNDitED DRINKS. RUT NO MATTER HOW MUCH YOU DRINK, 
LARRY, YOU'LL NEVER ERASE ANNIE'S IULRINS EYES FROM 
YOUR MIND' YOU'LL ALWAYS SEE HER...EVEN INTO INSENSI- 
RILITY... EVEN TO... THE END. 
































I SPRAWL FACE DOWNWARD ON THE SWEAT-SOAKED IRON BED OF A DISMAL CHEAP HOTEL ROOM, WITH MYOUTS 
LONG EMPTIED AND THE SINK STAINED BILIOUS FROM MY HEAVINGS, AND I TREMBLE AND SHIVER, STARTIHG AT 
EVERY SOUHO THAT ECHOES OUTSIDE MY DOOR. MY FIT UES OPEN BESIDE ME, THE INSTRUMENTS OF MY RELIEF 
SPILLED OUT UPOH THE DIRTY BED SHEETS.. THE SPIKE, THE HOSE, THE BLACKENED 3P00N, THE CAN OF STERNQ 
AND I WAIT. X WAIT WITH MY FIT FOR THE WELCOME FOOTSTEPS ON THE BTAIRS... FOR THE STACCATO KNOCKING 


1 VE WAITED THROUGH THE HOURS WHILE THE PER¬ 
SPIRATION POURED FROM NY PORES AND MY STOMACH 
TIED ITSELF INTO KNOTS AND MY MUSCLES FELT LIKE 
RED-HOT RODB AND THE MONKEY ON MY BACK BEGAN 
TO SCRATCH AND TEAR AND SCREAM UNTIL I HAD TO 
HOLD MY TREMBLING HANDS TIGHT OVER MYNOUTH 


And as i lie here with my body racked in pain and 
MY THROAT DRY AND BURNING AND MY TONGUE FUZZY 
BECAME A 
























Roach' is j/ye-t'.. 'joint' 

A KEEFER... A MARIJUANA 
CIGARETTE. MOST HEADS' 
START WITH '7" AMD AKA DU ATE 
TO Won W.. HEROIN on 
MORKHiNE. THAT’S WHAT HAP¬ 
PENED TO ME. X WAS GOING TO 
CENTRAL MINN vac*. THEN. 

I hey; EDDIE f STV* WHAT ARL 
7 C'MONALONG. U they, sid 
LME AND SOME 
/THE CLAN ARE 
GOINS TO CLAST \ 

A FEW OF THESE. J 


'MARI- 1 

JUANAf?\ 


COOL IT, YOU JERK, y 

|YOU WANT TO SET A 

[me TWISTED? 

•SOME NARC MAY IE 
I PINNING US. CNON 
rp- HOP IN. 4 


I couldn't tELIEYE (T. JUEM/NNt. SMOKING MARI¬ 
JUANA. I WAS CRAZYhwm SUE. I THOUGHT SHE WAS THE 

PRETTIEST girl in cent ral high... __ 

ISSUE S OKAY, EDDIE/ HOLD ON, 1 

SHE’S REAL STRAIGHT/ Ma* - sip. _^ i 

SHE'S ON ITf SORRY YOU 

^wqn't join up. well... ’ F ' 


'aw, C ‘MON, £0DIE> 
WE'RE GONNA HAVE 
A WHIM ..A MALI. 
CUE'LL ,E THERE. 

I I KNOW YOU LIKE j 
S. SUE. Jk 


S SUE/t SUE 
M/NNER 9 she 
^SHE SMOKES V? 


I FIGURED IT WOULD BE A GOOD WAY TD SET FRIENDLY 
WITH SUE, SD I WENT ALONG WITH SID. HE TOOK ME 
TD A DINGY CELLAR CLUB HOUSE NEAR THE SCHOOL... 


fSHE'LL BE HERE SOON, 
EDDIE. NEREf LIGHT UP 
DN TNI8 WHILE YOU'RE 

WAITING. x-ri 


[T-PANTRY, eddie. 
























I NEVER REALIZED TILL IT WAS MUCH TOO LATE that 
SID HAD L/ED TO ME AlOUT SUE... THAT SHE WAS NEVE,! COM 
ING...AND THAT HE'D ONLY NIVEN ME THE 'JOINT' TO GET ME 
STARTED. SID SCANLON WAS A 'RUSHER' , _ 

. TWO BITS ~ FOR ^ '( TARE IT OR LEAVE 

Km one lousy J > it, eddie. v—■ 


THAT 'ROACH' I BLASTED WHILE WAITING FOR 
SUE MINNE.f WAS MY FIRST MARIJUANA CIGA.IETTE. 
SID SCANLON, WHO'O GIVEN IT TO ME, WATCHED TILL 
I'D finished it. sue never CAME, UT SY THAT 


SIM ME ANOTHER ONE, 
SIO. TuELT/N'. 


^THEsE Thin jj cost 
DOUOH, EDDIE. LET 
» YOU HAVE ONE FOR 

TWO NITS. 


I TOOK IT. I WAS 'HOOKED', X 
REACHED INTO MY ROCKET AND 
FORKED OVER WHAT WAL TO >E MY 
FIRST IN A LONG SEfllES OF RAY- 

MENTSp R ' THE STUFF' _ 

TU... TAKE x-r^fTHANKS^^. 
SID. HERE YARE.T I'LL IE SEEING 
--/ — r r'*\YOU ■ E'LONS^ 


'JACKETS'..'DEVI 

'B-RILLS 1 . 9ENZE- 
DR INF.. 


SlO NEVER HAD TO LOOK FOR ME 
AFTE,: THAT 1 LOOKED FOR HIM. 
AND IT WASN'T LONS TEFORE I 
WAS REGGINO HIM FO ■ 

I _ someth in '' STRONSER,{l CAnN 
) SID. I DON'T GET MUCH (GET YOU 
[of IRISE OUT ar'r'J SOME 
^ANYMORE. _ 'I ‘PILLS', 


LY NAT URAL THAT I GRADUATED TO. 
^OKAY, EDDIE, AUT.V'LL COST~\ 
.you.' TWO SUCKS A JOLT AN 01 
A FIN FOR THE FIT. JR-S*; 


I WAS PROMOTED. NOW I WAS A JENNY-HEAD'. 
A 9ARBITUATE-HEAD...K BENZEDRINE 

ADDICT t _ s y, f--- 

[ RED OH YELLOW, JjjC IT DOESN'T MATTER, SID . 
) KIO? A£\T EITHER ONE. I NEED IT 
BAD. GIMME 




















The allowance my mom and dad save me wasnV 

ENOUGH TO KEE MY NEEDS SATISFIED NOW X NEED 
HONE DOUGH. I GOT A J C . AFTE.. SCHOOL 
Y S'HATTER, EDDIE ? it's NOTHIN,'** N, 

^YOU LOON StCKf CLEMENTS. I'M ALL 

7 ^ M|| RIGHT. ER.. CAN YOU 

uUKL-L ^^W 1 1 give me an ADVANCE 

^ 0N MY to g*y,»«. 

It I BN. CLEMENTS f S 


It had taken me less than TH/EE MONTHS to 

MOVE FROM TLASTING ‘JIVE-T 1 TO ROREINS ’H\ 3ID 
PROVIDED ME WITH 'THE FIT’.., A 'SPIKE' ON "HYPO’ 

A LENGTH OF HUiNEN HOSE TO DISTEND THE VEIN, A 
S, OON TO HEAT THE 'H* IN, AND A CAN OF 3TERN0. I 

WAS ON/T.- - — 

I X NEED A/ r /«r ( Sia'^‘ r SONNY. EDDIE. MY OLD 
[here’s THE TWO J SUPPLIER GOT NABBED 
L PUC KS. BY THE HEATS. A JOLT 

P f~~-1 WILL COSTYOU TEN, NOW. ' 


YOU FINISH THE 
WEEK ..YOU JET 
* PAID. NO NONE 
.ADVANCES. > 


r WHY, YOU 

D/NTYL/mE- 

"XX?' 


^ you 'LOOK yrTET OFF MY 
FUNNY, EDDIE, j PACK, MR. 
YOUR EYES... J CLEMENTSf.ARE 
^ r ^f YOU GOING TO 

1 f ( DIVE ME THE 

\/ \ DOUGH OR AIN'T 


TODAY'S ONLY 
.WEDNESDAY, 
EDDIE? ALrlEADY, 
I’VE GIVEN YOU 
l HALF YOUR jA 





















I RUSHED HOME, HOLDING, AND TORE URSTAIRS TO MY RAD. 

■ UT t BRUSHED HER 


I TRIED A 'COLD Tu ikey'-.a WITHDRAWAL .. 
ONCE l N D OHL Y ONCE. I WAS 9HO nT OF CASH AL L 
NISHT LONG I ICED THE FLOOrt OF MY RAD AS THE 
TREMfLES K JAN AND THE NAUSEA SWEPT OVE . 
ME AND T COMMUTED TO THE BATHROOM AND 
VOMITED MV SOTS OUT AND THE DIARRHEA 

my NERVE-ENDS turned 
TO 


I LL NEVER SO THROUGH THAT AGAIN. NEVER, i MADE 
UR MY M/ND THAT NI6HT THAT 10 ALWAYS HAVE ENOUGH 
DOUGH FOR MY FIXES. I KNEW I COULD NEVER 00 THROUGH 
A COMPLETE WITHDRAWAL. I SWIRED THE MONEY FOR A 

























I SLAMMED INTO MY ROOM AND 
LOCKED THE DOOR AND PULLED OPEN 
MY DRAWER WHERE 1 KEPT MY FIT.. 


fMf IT TO ME, 

/ popf stve 

ME THAT FIT. . 


■.. And the pain began. the monkey started scratching 

AND CLAWING AND I STARTED GETTING JICKAND DIZZY 
AND THE TREMBLE S CAME OVER ME. 

MO, EDDIE? 


He STARTED TD LECTURE AC. HIS MDUTH KEPT OPEN¬ 

ING AND CLOSING AND WORDS PDURED DUT, BUT T 
DIDN’T NEAR THEM. I KEPT LDOKING AT THE FIT 
WNILE MY TNRDAT GREW DRIER AND DRIER AND « 
MY STOMACN STARTED TO GRDWL AND N EAV E AND M 
THE MOMKET CLIMBED UP THERE AGAIN■ ■ ■ J 

/^WHAT DID WE EVER l)D» Wk ' oAH l/.tV^t 
( 6AVE YDU EVERYTHING. WE If GIMME THE 
V TRIEDi 'we SACRIFICED.' A FIT FDR 
\WHT, EDDIE? WHY? A sod’s SAKE'. 


f ID I NO, POPE 
) YDU DON'T KNDW 
'what ydu're j 
^ SAYING * 


Pop started to to get up. i felt all wild 
AND CRAZY AND DESPERATE INSIDE, AND THAT MAD¬ 
DENING MONKEY KEPT SCR EAMING AND C LAWING... 

sImmethat^ 

Ieddie. THEY'LL GET YDU /V FIT, POP's. 
F( OFF IT. THEY'LL. ./A 

























The sink in my room is staineo 

nlLIOUS WITH MY HEAVINGS ANO MY 
FIT LIES OPEN BESIOE ME ANO I 
START AT EVERY SO UNO OUTSIOE 
MY DOOR. ANO THEN IT COMES, THE 


I LEAP FROM MY BEO.ORIPPING WITH PERSPIRATION, 
A*H <***{ *-oo<m . FJ# ' 7ABL 

IN HIS BLUE COAT WITH THE BRA3S ■UTTONS AND 


The NANO pus«s past me. grimaces down at the 
• » J I ■ IIM I II I M • ■ AM- UNHOOKS HIS 


Pop went sprawling anoigrabbed 

THE FIT ANO OASHED OUT OF THE BED- 


That WAS YESTERQAY. NOW, I UE 
SPRAWLEO ON THE SWEAT-SOAKEO 
DEO OF A OISMAL CHEAP HOTEL 
ROOM WITH MY GUTS LONG EMPTIED, 
WAIT— 


THAT’S TOON FIT, EDDIEf 
THE FIT YOU TOOK 
AWAr FROM YOUR 
FATHEi’ WHEN YOU 


KILLED 


NO*OH, SODf 

THIS MONKEY 
OFF MY SACK' 






































LAST 

LAUGH! 


When the plane reached 70,000 feet, the 
warning buzzer sounded Major Clagg jumped 
up, his arms and legs tingling with nervous¬ 
ness. With scrupulous care he pulled the high- 
altitude oxygen mask over his face, srrapped 
the specially devised oxygen tank to his chest- 
harness. His voice raised in a parody of a tune 
which he always sang before launching him¬ 
self on one of these treacherous missions 
"How High I Am. 1 " he warbled, pushing his 
feet into the bulky pressurized boots. Another 
buzzer sounded and Major Clagg felt a slight 
pain at the base of his skull. It was a normal 
symptom . . he was aware of it each time he 
parachuted. 

At 72,000 feet he clambered into his pres¬ 
surized trousers and jacket, barely able to 
move because of the stiffness of the material 
encasing his body. As he zipped up the jump 
suit, a chuckle sounded in his chest and 
bubbled out his mouch. He remembered one 
of his first jumps, ftom a height of 45,000 
feet He certainly got a guffaw that time, by 
releasing a fistful! of pingpong balls which 
showered down upon the tense audience of 
military men far below. It was that exploit 
which gave him the nickname "Chuckles"... 
a name admirably suited to the most violent 
practical-joker in the entire parachute corps. 
Each leap after chat, the spectators had been 
alerted to some hysterical peccadillo of the 
Major's. He alv'ays got a laugh in his leaps, 
Clagg assured himself with a smirk. 

The red bulb flashed: 75,000 feet The 
Major pulled the pressurized gloves over his 


hands, after making certain that the thetmo- 
stacon his heated inner vest and underdrawers 
was working perfectly. He moved toward rhe 
jump door, probing at the anti-blackout hose 
to assure himself chat it was firmly attached 
to the intake socket in his plexiglass helmet. 
Then, with a sly smile, he opened bis jump kit 
and pulled out a huge doth doll almost five 
feet tall. This would be his crowning gag, 
Clagg thought to himself w ith glee ... on his 
greatest jump he would release the doll and 
let it plummet downwards toward the nervous 
spectators From a height of 77,500 feet the 
big floppy doll would drop with incredible 
speed . and the men gathered below would 
think it was Clagg. himself! What a laugh 
he'd get with this stunr! The biggest practical 
joke of his career! 

The jump door opened and Clagg tensed 
himsedf. Then, with a chuckle chat sounded 
weird inside his helmet, he released the doll 
and watched it drop down. A moment later, 
with a chuckle, Major Clagg stepped out into 
open air 

A hissing sound brought him back to con¬ 
sciousness; the intake valve had pulled him 
out of his blackout. And the rest of the equip¬ 
ment was working perfectly, he realized, as he 
turned topsy-turvy in the thin, freezing air .. 
the result of mencuious care. 

He counted to ten, then reached for the rip¬ 
cord. His finger tightened on the mechanism 
and he braced himself for the inevitable churn¬ 
ing shock. Then he puiled hard. Nothing hap¬ 
pened, except fot a high, nervous giggle inside 
the Major's big plexiglass nelmer! In all his 
frantic haste to perpetuate his big doll gag, 
"Chuckles" was the victim of a slight over¬ 
sight: this hilarious joke was on HIM! 

For Major Clagg had left his parachute in 
the plane! 














Daniel sat nervously upon the bed in their squalid tenement apartment beside his pale smiling wife, 
TERESA. FINGERING THE SOFT PINK FLE3H OF THIS MIRACLE OF LIFE THAT WAS THEIR NEWBORN SON HE GAZED 
IN AWE UPON THE WRINKLED TEAR-STAINED FACE AND THE TINY PUDGY HANDS WITH THEIR TEN SHAPELESS FINGERS, 
ARD HE NODDED AND WEPT A LITTLE IN THANKFULNESS AND RELIEF. THE WAITING WAS FINALLY OVER. ALL THE 
FEARS AND APPREHENSIONS WERE ERASED. TERESA WAS WELL AND THE BABY WAS WELL, AND OUTSIDE.BEYONO 
THE BROKEN BEDROOM WINDOW, THE SUN WAS SHINING... 



Daniel closed the tiny fist and stroxed his wife's Teresa looked into Daniels eyes and her palid 

HAIR THAT NOW LAY STRINGY UPON THE PILLOW, STILL FACE '‘LOWED WITH THE STRANGE liADIANT BEAUTY OF 

N't RATION OF HER PAIN- MOTHERHOOP— 


























Daniel turned away sd that his 
WIFE WOULD NDT SEE NIS EYES 
FILLING WITH TEARS... 


Daniel closed the odor to the 
BEDROOM AND LEANED BACK 
AGAINST IT, LISTENING TD THE 
BABY'S CRIES FADE, AND CON¬ 
TENTED SUCKLING SOUNDS REPLACE 




Teresa and daniel had dumbed back up the litter- 

ar.lff**- WWiWS Yl WSftrAKftiruM 

9ABY SLEPT SOUNDLY IN THE CARRIAGE OUTSIDE. WJT 


The old man called i .iedehick sat dozing ufon the 







































The POLICE CAMEi AND REPORTED FrtOM THE 
PAPERS CAME, AND EVERYBODY AJKED EVERYBODY 
QUESTIONS. THE POLICE WROTE IN THEIR LITTLE 
ROOKS, AND THE REPORTERS WROTE IN THEIR LIT¬ 
TLE ROOKS, AND AFTER A WHILE THEY WENT AWAY 


Every morning,daniel and teresa would walk to the 
,'OLICE STATION AND SIT ALL DAY UPON THE HARD WOODEN 
BENCHES NO WAIT FOR THE NEWS THAT THE POLICE HAD 
FOUND THEIR SON. OUT NO NEWS WOULD COME... 





At WIGHT, LYING BESIDE HIS WIFE, WHO GREW THINNER 
AND PALER EACH DAY, DANIEL WOULD LISTEN TO HER 
UWFVFH WRFATHI IU< AND HER QUIET WHISPERING - 


The lons weeks oragseo into months and teresa 
SHEW WORSE EACH DAY- SULLEN, SILENT, SITTING HOUR 
■Y HOU, , STARING AT THE EMPTY CARRIAGE. NO NEWS 
CAME FROM THE POLICE, AND ALL HOPE OF EVER FIND- 







































Finally,after six long tortur¬ 
ous MONTHS, DANIEL MAOE UPHB 
MIND. HE WOULD FIND THEIR BAST 
HE WOULD SEARCH THE WHOLE 
CITY ANO FIND HIM. 



All day long, from oawn till 
DUSK, OANIEL ROAMED THE CITY 
SEARCHING, SEARCHING, P EER ING 
INTO CARRIAGES, OPENINB TINY 
INFANTS HANOI, STUDYING THEIR 
PALMS... 



ANO AT NIGHT, EXHAUSTED, HE 
WOULO RETURN TO HIS GRIEVING 
WIFE WHOSE EYES HAO GROWN GLASSY 
ANO WHOSE LIPS HAD SEALED IN A 
TIGHT LINE ANO WHO SAT ANO 
STROKEO THE EMPTY CARRIAGE HOUR 
AFTER HOUR... 




A YEAR PASSED. OANIEL TOOK A MENIAL JOB AT NIGHT 
3U HE COULD SEARCH FO HIS IAIY DURING THE DAY. 
WEARILY HE T.IOO THE CITY STREETS . LOOKING, LOOK- 


A LOVELY BABY, 
51 lady. ^ 



In THE EVENING, WREN DANIEL RETURNED FROM 
ANOTHER OF HIS FRUITLESS TOURS OF THE VAST CITY, 

HE FOUND TE.IESa CR’.DLING HER 'SASY* IN HER ARMS- 











































THEBE ARE OTHER WAYS. DANIEL. J SELL ME 
THER E ARE PEOPLE WHO WILL ^ / A BABY? 
■M5£Z£ YOU A ■'ABY... MViWT WHERE DO 
BB THEY SET 


S WE ABE SORRY, SIR. WE . 

FIND THAT YOU R WIFE, IN J 
HER PRESENT MENTAL S 
CONDITION, IS HOT E/T TO 
ADO ’T ONE OFOUH CHILD £N. 


, SORRYfy 


f BUT IT IS BECAUSE^ 
SHE HAS NO CHILD 
THAT SHE IS IN ^ 
THIS CONDITION. J 
IF YOU COULD... J 


In THE MOWING,WHEN DANIEL 
WOULD RETURN FROM HIS JOB,TIRED 
AND SAD,READY FOR A OUICK N*P 
BEFORE GOING OUT FOR HIS ENDLESS 
SEARCHING, HE WOULD FIND HIS 
WIFE CRADUNO HER '3ACY,'30FTLV 
SINGING LULLABIES... 


ONE THOUSAND ) how could ] 
TWO THOUSAND JI PAY THAT A 
f DOLLARS J KIND OF MONEY? 

I AM PRACTICALLY 

EHH/LESS , 
1 COULD NOT ■ 
==a£§~§^BB IfFORDtTf M 


WHO KNOWS? AN ^ 

UNFORTUNATE WOMAN 
MAKES A MISTAKE. 
PERHAPS THEY KIDNAP 
THEM. WHO KNOWS? 
BUT THESE PEOPLE 

CHAHSE A 6REATJ 
m deal' 


ROW.-HOW 

MUCH?* 


, GUARDIAN ANGELA 
GOO WILL SEND YOU . 
ALLTH ROUGH THE>( 
!■ NIGHT? *J —~~i 


[ TERESA 
*■ SOB.. 
TERESA.. 



Daniel's searching carriedhim far from the 

TENEMENTS, TO TREE-LINED STREETS WITH QUIET 
FRESHLY-PAINTED HOUSES. ONE DAY, AT HIS WITS' 


The little boy inside the carriage cooed up at 



































Daniel lookeo at the grinning 
BABY ANO THOUGHT OF NIS EELOVEO 
TERESA... AND SUDOENLY HE 
SHATCHED TNE CHILD FROM THE 


Doors flew open, the mother's 
SCREAMS SUCKED PEOPLE FROM 
THEIR HOUSES ANGRY MEN, HORRI- 
FIEO WOMEN, YOUNG STRONG BOYS. 
OANIEL RAN 


WnY NOT? THEY'O TAKEN HIS 
CHILD. HE'D TAKE SOMEONE 
ELSE 'S. OANIEL CRAOLEO TNE 
CNILD,RUNNINGL a SNR ill scream 
ECNOED UP THE TREE-LINEO 
STREET BEHIND HIM,.. 


CARRIAGE.. 


THERE HE T AFTER Y" K!D~ ' 

t GOES' A HIM f JNAPPER' 


STOP HIM/ STOP HIM/ 
HE STOLE MY BABY/ jj 



Heavy footsteps...hoarse shouts of anger... 

lats-E,* I.n. ..(...it *. I-’. M.m. ..t *V.' , 


Angry hanos reacned out...snatcning tne baby 
r «9M mn MncmiiK. * * t'Miii *1 ■ 



KICKING, STAMPING, PUMMELINO. a STICK HASTILY snatched 
AND APPLIED, A i.OCK.FISrS, HEELS .ANGRY, ANGRY... 
■AIMED DOWN L ON DANIEL AND HE LAY TACK JENSELESS 
UNTIL HIS LIFE EBBED AND FADED FROM THIS SENSELESS 


And the mother who COULD affoho the 
PRICE C-.ADLEO her infant son in her arms and 
kissed his cheeks, his hands, the PALM WITH 
THE STRANGE TIRTH-MARK THAT LOOKED LIKE A 



























Danny looked down at the gathering sea of 
UPTURNED FACES. THE SION, RUNNING AWAY DOWN THE 
BUILDING FACE, FLASHED ON AND OFF .FIRST BATH¬ 
ING HIM IN ITS RED-ORANSE LIGHT. THEN ERASING 
HIM INTO BLACKNESS HE SHOOK HIS HEAD . 


The police sirens shrieked to a stop far yelow in 

THE STREET CANYON, ECHOING OFF THE DARK SILENT 
BUILDINGS. DANNY LEANED OVER THE PARAPET, QRIMAD* 1 
ING. IN A FEW MINUTES THEY'D .E COMING UP AFTER 
HIM, SHACKLING HIM WITH THEl- SHINY HANDCUFFS, AND 
I C AGOING HIM SACK TO THE HELL HOLE WHERE HE’D 
SPENT TEN MISERABLE YEA^S.. SACK TO ,'it/SON. 
well.he'd have none OF THAT, oanny shook his 
HEAD, THE FL .JHING NEON LIGHT FROM THE SAP AND 
GRILL SIGN THAT RAN VERTICALLY UP THE FACE OF THE 
TENEMENT REFLECTING ON HIS PER5PI iING FACE. HE 
TOREAMED DOWN AT THE UNIFORMED FIGURES POURING 


Danny climbed onto the parapet, someone w 
THE STREET BELOW POINTED UP AT DANNY'S NEON 
ILLUMINATED FIGURE OUTLINED AGAINST THE NIGHT 












RABY, I'D MA h 1 ANYBODY 
WITH * HUNDRED JRAND, 
ANYBODY? EVEN YOUSJ 


f HOVE YOU, > 
HELEN. I LOVE YOU 
SO HUGH, l‘o DO 
ANYTHIN7 TON YOU. 


'you... set DOUGH'? don 1 tie 

lUD/CULOUS? WHERE CAN * 
TWO- pit HOTEL CLEAN GET \ 
THE KIND OF DOUGH T WANT? 
7whEi<ecould YOU get... say, <t 
ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND) 
—r DOLLARS 


’x’LL SET lOs, 
HELEN. YOU’LL 
SEE, THEN, 
WILL YOU MARRY t 
v. ME? 


Danny .iemembered how Helen had laushedat 

KIM.. 


Waiting for WHOM? canny 
GI J3LE0. WHAT WAS THAT NAME* 
IF ONLY HE'D BEEN ABLE TO 
.,’EMEMBER that name ..the 
NAME HE'D 7/VEN THEM WHEN 
he'd RENTED the sox... all this 
WOULDN’T HAVE HAPRENED? 
DANNY LOOKED AROUND. FIGURES 
WERE SPILLING OUT ONTO THE 





















Danny teetered on the parapet. 
THE UNIFORMEO F16URES MOVED 
CAUTIOUSLY TOWARD HIM,. ■ 


Danny remembered the day the 
DAPPER- LOOKING GUY HAD CDME INTO 
THE HDTEL WITH THE UTILE BLACK 

B AG UNDER HIS ARM .., _ 

'''just sign hereTVdh, i'd LIKE*'' 
SIR. THArs ROOM ) TD PUT THIS 
60S. BAG INTO / 

a—■—i ™e HOTEL \ 

'Lwwrin. ; SAFE ■ ■ A 


r YOU'RE GOING T YOU'RE NOT 

BACK TO STIR, ) PUTTIN’ ME 
JANSEK SLASH* 'IaNTWHERE. 
THAT OAME WILL W’ COPPERf 
PUT YOU AWAY FOR } STAT BACK? 
A LONG TIME... L 


E'CAREFUL WITH THAVY-Y-YEV 
SDN. THERE’S CLOSE k SIR . 
TD ONE NUNDRED 4^ gffl 
THOUSAND DOLLARS 
IN CASN IN THAT BAG. 




Danny rememiereo how he'd taken the bag 

FROM THE SAFE AND USHED ACROSS TOWN TO A 


The dapper buy^ seen a dealer in diamonds, he'd 


Danny'd smiled 


That was it. that was the only thing canny could 

NOT REMEMIE. NOW. HE'D GIVEN A FALSE NAME 30 
THAT WHEN AND IF HE WERE CAUJHT, THE MONEY WOULD 
YE SAFE. • • WAITING. ■■ 

























you'll believe IT when^Iure; 
THE COPS START LOOKING >OANNY. 
FOR ME, HELEN JUST / ANY- ' 

PHOM/SE ME ONE 'Ti THING. 
~7i THING... J fpw ^4 


Then he'd tone to helen,. _ 

r ral^^fyaJo^^KKYTlvH^ , '? 

ME IF I SOT A HUNDRED Mt,CAN IT. 
1JRAND WELL I'VE / DANNY I’M 

L GOT rr. ~-v I- [ NOT IN THE 

L,.- UU\ 7 HOOD FOR 

■ ^ f JOKES, jjf 


THIS is NO JDXE, 

HELEN. I STOLE 
ONE HUNDNED 
THOUSAND DOL- _ 
LANS AND i N/D IT ^ 
IN A SAFETY DEPOSIT 
BOX UNDER A PHONY 
—7 NAME. X-C^Mtm 


f AND YOU ' 
' EXPECT ME TO 
BELIEVE THAT 
V. STORY? , 


(PROMISE ME YOU'LL WAIT 
FOR ME. THEY'LL CATCH / 
UP WITH ME AND l'LL A 
. HAVE TO DO SOME TIME. 1 
I rmjMUE me you'll wait. 
—1 TILL I SET OUT. 


Danny remembered the cops 
COMING TO HI S ROOM... 

GET YOUR 

COAT, 

JANSEN , 


7 SUNE. 

DANNY. 

JIUHET 


WHAT DID YOU 
DO WITH THE 
DOUGH. X 
JIN SEN? ) 


\TELL US WHS /iSTT 

/you hid iT./po.f-, 

DANNY f f GOT. < 
COPPERS*' 


rVTHERE’S A LITTLE MAT-'j 
I TER OF A HUNDNED 
JON AND MISSING PNOM 
A HOTEL SAFE we d . 
’like to TALK OVEN with 
TOII 


[Danny stoop on the parapet^ 

TETTER COME JT STAY IACkT’ 
DOWN, DANNY. M COPPERS. STAY! 

PACK. 


...AND DANNY REMEMBERED HELENS 
LAST MOMENTS WITH HIM BEFORE 
HE WAS TAKEN AWAY.,. 


'because you HAVE PETtSiSTANTLY 
NEFUSED TO DIVULGE WHERE YOU 
HAVE HIDDEN THE MONEY YOU 
. STOLE. I SENTENCE YOU TO THE 
, MAXIMUM JAIL TEAM allowed 
7 NY LAW, DANIEL JANSEN .. IS 

YEANS IN THE STATE 1 ■ 

\PENITENTIA. Y.. 


TELL ME THeX SONNY, HELEN, YOU 
NAME. DANNY- \W4!T FOR ME WITH 
THE NAME you / TIME OFF FOR t 
USED WH E N / GOOD BEHAVtOH, 
YOU NENTED ) I'LL TE OUT IN TEN 
’ THE BOX. y YEARS THEN if LL BE 
-vSt CLOVEN FOR us. r 















Danny REMEMBERED THOSE MISERABLE YEARS IN 
JAIL,COUNTING THE ENDLESS DAYS ANO SAYING THE 
NAME OVER ANO OVER IN HIS MINO...THE NAME 
HE'O USED WHEN HE'O RENTEO THE SAFETY OEPOSIT 
BOX„ THE NAME HE'D FORGOTTEN.. 


RRAD 6/LBERT... 
BRAD GILBERT. 


For ten years,dann^o waiteo 
FOR THAT MOMENT. HELEN WAS 
OUT THERE.. . OUTSIDE THE 
GATES...WAITING FOR HIM... 
MABYf Ly L et's GO, da nny! 


"-I REHTEO A "'V. 
SAFETY DEPOSIT 
BOX SEVERAL YEARS 
ABO. I PAID FOR / 
IT IN ADVANCE. <J 
l‘0 LIKE TO HAVE ) 
—. it OPENED...^1 


It was ORAZYf every day fo». TEN YEARS he'd said 
THAT NAME TO HIMSELF. RUT THERE, IN THE BANK, 
WITH THE CLE.TK WAITING AND HELEN WAITING 
AND THE DOTTED UNE ON THE FO.IM WAITING, 
DANNY'D Di.AWNA "LANK..., COM,’LETELOSS 
OFMEMOJfY ^ . 
foANNY? sign’the 1 
{NAME f THE NAME 
L. YOU USEDf ^ 


HELEN HAD PLEAD E D WITH HIM. 

/just SIGN ' 
YOUR NAME, 
SM. IS THERE 
► ANYTHING , 

WRONGf 


WHAT DID IT SOUND LIKE? 7 HELEN. 
WAS IT A COMMON HUM [THE CLERK. 
\ A BALL-PLAYER, a.. X. 


I...I.. OH,MY800f ^ 
x can't REMEMBER iTf 


/^OF courseT^T 

1 SIR. JUST S/BN ] 

/ YOUR NAME'L 

'name/'^^ 

Ml JBf 

(Mm 

w' 

n 1 i jp 

iwfi 

tef 


















They'd ended up tonight under 

THE BAR-AND-G WIL L DOW ■. ■ 
f i'h HUfjenyT^r _et 1 s so 


D anny pememtepeo how she'd uc beamed .. 
'"'HAVE PITY ON YOU ft WHAT f TOUT HE/f 
WHAT ABOUT ALL THE CHANCES I PASSED 1 
’ UK. WAITIN' FOB YOU...WAITING FOB YOU , 
TO SET OUT SO t COULD GET MY HANDS A 
ON THAT DOUQN/f I NEVER GAVE A A 
^HOOT ABOUT YOU. IT WAS THE 
7 DOU*H. . .TH E DOUtH.. 


• LOON AT ME ! I'M ALMOST/ 
\FORTY/ what CHANCE f 
HAVE I GOT TO FIND 
■ ANOTHER SUCKER V YOU 'c 
WERE TTf AND NOW YOU 1 
PULL A ROTTEN TRICK I 
v LIKE THIS/ THINK OF / 
f THAT NANE, DANNY. 

taM THINK / 


I WON’T SWT UP t 
HAKE me' HAKE 
HE SHUT UP, I 
■, YOU RUHR 
CREEP / 


SHUT 

UP, 

HELEN' 


HAKE HE YOU LAHE- 
BRAJ NED IDIOT.. . . 

r YOU. YOU... 

DANNY! , 














Danny giggled on the W MWgg r 
A3 HE REMEMBERED SLASHING OUT 
AT HELEN .SLICING ACROSS HER 
JAWING MOUTH... AND THE BLOOD 
5PURTINB, AS THE SAW-TOOTHED 
KNIFE CUT DEE?.. . 


The ught from the flashing 
[neon sign colored canny's face 

[into A SATANIC MASK■ . _ 

rT HERE'S a 
HUNDRED SHANOI 
, in A SAFETY V 
DEt OS IT SOX, ^ 

COFFERS. X NK >rr 
l UNDER A PHONY 
NAME. ANC X 
1 FOE SOT THE NAME 
D’YA HEARP I Ft?,.HOT 


NOT AWT,COFFERS? I AIN 't J’STO, 

GOT NOTHIN' LEFT to HINT 
UVE for. NO NAME. - 

NO OOU H NO HEL ... JEHB I 


BETTER COME 

DOWN, 

CANNY' j 


T she's dead, tu 

/ DAN NY f SHE SAID ' 
SOMETHING ABOUT A 
NAME lEFORESHE 
DIED' WHAThuk.? 


Danny leafed, his scream 
ECHOED DOWN INTO THE STREET 
CANYON... HE SMASHED AGAINST 
THE SIGN,CLUTCHING AT THE NEON 
LETTERS, RIPPING THEM AWAY A9 


ArC JUST 3EFO RE HIS SIGHT LEFT 
HIM AND HIS LIFE SUPPED AWAY A3 
, HE LAY CRUSHED AND BROKEN ON 
THE SIDEWALK BELOW THE SIGN 
DANNY LOOKED UP AND SAW THE 
I WORK HIS FALLING BODY HAD DONE 


There,outlined in flashing 
ORANGE AGAINST THE BLACK NIGHT, 
WAS THE NAME DANNVD FORGOTTEN- 



















